
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCSICO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 91 - 148

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

RMS VINEYARDS,
dba CARNEROS ALAMBIC DISTILLERY,
CUTTINGS WHARF ROAD, NAPA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San
Francisco Bay Region (hereinafter called the Board), finds that:

1. RMS Vineyards, doing business as Carneros Alambic Distillery
(hereinafter also called the Discharger), owns and operates a
grape brandy producing facility located southeast of the city
of Napa, on a 29.8 acre parcel, at 1250 cuttings Wharf Road.

2. RMS vineyards submitted a Report of Waste Discharge, dated
June 5, 1991, for updating and reissuance of Waste Discharge
Requirements for the discharges of domestic and distillery
wastewaters to on-site treatment and disposal ponds.

3. The RMS vineyards wastewater discharges are presently governed
by Waste Discharge Requirements prescribed by this Board's
Order No. 83-19, adopted on June 23, 1983.

4. The RMS Vineyards production facility includes eight 660­
gallon Pot stills used for distillation of brandy from grape
wine. The wine is imported to the facility from offsite. No
grape crushing or fermentation operations are conducted at
this facility. Distillation occurs from September through
February, and the facility currently operates with eight
employees. The facility has a maximum permitted production
capacity of 76,000 gallons per year of grape wine brandy (Napa
County Use Permit). At maximum production, distillery
vlastewater flows would average 8,750 gallons der day (gpd)
during the six-month distillation season.

5. RMS Vineyards discharges the following wastes:

a. Waste No.1 consists of distillery wastewater from the
batch distillation of wine into brandy. Distillery waste
is discharged to one of two cooling trays for cooling,
separation of solids (seeds, skins, etc.) and, if necessary,
pH adjustment. The cooled, liquid wastewater is collected
in a subsurface concrete sump and then pumped to the pond
system for treatment and disposal. Separated solids are
dried, stockpiled and sUbsequently incorporated into on-site
agricUltural lands as a soil amendment. Distillery
wastewater flows currently average 4,000 gpd during the six
month distillation season.
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